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Sunday Schedule
8:30 am Community Breakfast
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Traditional Worship

In the February issue
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•

Goal of 5

•

“Creed” Bible Study
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“Music to our ears”

•

“Circle Maker”
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The Season of Lent always reminds me of the story in Luke 17 of the ten lepers that
are healed by Jesus. Right there along the road. We read that the lepers “stood at a
distance” when asking Jesus for healing and mercy. They were accustomed to
standing at a distance. They had to. The kind of leprosy they suffered from was
contagious. No human contact was allowed. They traveled together for company. I
wonder how long they continued to stand at a distance from others, even after their
healing.
Thousands of people will flock to New Orleans next week for the Mardi Gras—Fat
Tuesday festival. There will be drinking and costumes and parades. There will be
lots of food and wildness.
On the other end of Lent we have Easter Sunday when many Christians around the world gather to worship the Risen Lord. Possibly more people attend services on Easter than any other day of the year.
While we see clearly that Mardi gras and Easter Sunday are the “book ends” that bracket the Lenten Season, what is in the middle really matters. People in general are drawn to celebrations. Over one million
people will attend Mardi gras in New Orleans this year. How many of them will wake up the next morning and attend Ash Wednesday Mass or Church services? How many will ask themselves tough questions
about their own lives and give something up or take something on during Lent? How many will wear the
ashes on their foreheads in the sign of a cross?
It could be about 10% if what Jesus experienced was typical of human nature. Read the story below! Jesus appears to be confused, surprised that only one of the ten lepers returned to thank him for his healing.
Where are the nine? Where are the ninety percent who love the celebrations but go back to business as
usual during Lent, Many of us love the party but stand at a distance during the times of suffering with
Jesus or in times of self-examination.
The fullness of the Christian life involves times of birth, growth, suffering, renewal, death, and resurrection. If we stand at a distance from parts of this life, we do not experience the fullness of our life with
God. During the Lenten Season, I will be preaching on a series of questions that are in the Bible. A great
place to begin our Season of Lent is with the question: How am I standing at a distance from Jesus?
Please join us on Ash Wednesday evening for the imposition of Ashes and beginning this next journey towards the Cross and the empty Tomb.
Keeping the Faith, Susan

Luke 17:11-19 Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers:

On the way
to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samar′ia
Samar ia and Galilee.
12
And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at
a distance 13 and lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us.” 14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed.
15
Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back,
praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet,
giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then said Jesus, “Were
not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return
and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him,
“Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”
11

With all the turmoil, to include church shootings, it's
became apparent that we need to be "proactive" in an
effort to protect ourselves. In that line of thinking, our
Insurance company, Church Mutual, offers a "Security
Briefing", which we have agreed to receive. We're
having a Church Mutual employee provide it to us on
Feb 18, immediately following the service. I believe it
will behoove all of us to understand the consequences
of not being prepared in the event of an unwanted intruder to any of our events here in the church.
Please plan to attend.
Bruce Ware
Trustees Chairman

The Cumberland River District is partnering
with Rise Against Hunger, with the goal of supplying 285,120 meals (a full shipping container)
at a cost of 29 cents per meal.
Please join Arlington UMC as we partner with
local churches to help raise funds and pack food
for Rise Against Hunger. Our goal is to have 5
or more volunteers for each of the packing
events. Sign up sheets are in the hall to the
sanctuary. The days and churches we will be
helping at are: Monday, March 5 @ Calvary 15pm, Saturday, March 24 @ Hermitage, Sunday,
April 15 @ Lebanon First, Sunday, May 20 @
Providence.
For information about Rise Against Hunger's
ministry, check out their web site at http://www.riseagainsthunger.org
Join us for our fundraising effort at the Ash Wednesday service February 14th. We will have a simple rice dish simulating what will be packed. The biggest difference is that each packed meal will
have rice, dehydrated vegetables, soy, and a vitamin/flavoring packet and only cost 29 cents per
serving, but we'll serve a rice and beans dish for a suggested $5 donation. That's right, get 1 meal
for the price of 17! For a good cause.

Stop by Service Central to Sign Up
Ash Wednesday: February 14th 6:00-7:00 pm –
There will be an opportunity to go quietly into the Sanctuary
and meditate/pray. Rachel Ward will provide organ music.
Rev. Gray will be there to pray and place ashes on your forehead. We will also share in a small meal of rice and beans
which will be served in the Commons area with water. This
simple meal reminds us of those who are hungry. This meal
is similar to the meals we will be packing for Rise Against
Hunger. Both the meal and the ashes will be provided between 6:00 and 7:00 and are “come and go”.

For All
Committee
Chairs
Beginning February 13th: Tuesdays 10:00-11:30 am
The Women’s Book Group invites everyone to attend a fourweek study using Mark Batterson’s book The Circle Maker.
We will be using the Circle Maker’s Participant Guide which
is available on Kindle for #2.99. It is not necessary to have
the book! We will also be using his DVD for the study. This
will change the way we pray!

Beginning February 18th: Sundays 8:00-9:00 am
A new class of SEEKERS will meet in the Suzie
Mitchell Classroom for a 6-week study with Roger
Abramson. He will be using a book called Creed by
Adam Hamilton that gives us a close and personal look
at the Apostle’s Creed. All are welcome!
Beginning February 21st: Wednesdays 7:00-8:00 pm
A new class of CHALLENGERS will meet in the Suzie
Mitchell Classroom for a 6-week study with Roger Abramson.
He will be using a book called Creed by Adam Hamilton that
gives us a close and personal look at the Apostle’s Creed. All
are welcome!

Please remember
to submit a
copy of your
committee
meeting minutes
to the
office for
permanent filing.

AND
Don’t
forget
to check
With the
office
to make sure
Calendar is
Free when
scheduling your
meetings
and events!

OUR PRAYERS:
Evelyn Campbell - Member, Marceil Darden - Member, Jackie Dobbins - CDC Teacher,
Anita Dungan - Member, Becky Humphrey - The Abramson’s Friend, Frank & Velma
Littlejohn - Members, Dan & Monica McNeeley - Members, Nancy Menees, Ernest and
Connie Neely - Members, Jamie Nelson - Member, Dot Oglesby - Member, Ed Owens Member, Rose Paris - Member, Mike Powell - Member, Anne Shoub - Member, Jason Spell
- Friend of Andy Levey, Betty Smith - Member, Bull & Jennifer Stephens - Members, Elexis Teague - Member, Billy Troxler - Jennifer Stephen’s & Mark Troxler’s Father, Nancy
Venardi - Member, Levi Wilkerson- Debbie Close’s Grandson, Amy Young - Member,
S/Sgt. Gary Lyle - Member, Your Church, CDC Parents, Children, and Staff, Our Nation,
Silent Prayer Request

February 11th
is Boy Scout
Sunday!
Join us Sunday February 11th as our
Boy Scout Troops and Packs
lead us in Worship

ARLINGTON BREAKFAST CLUB!
THURSDAY MORNINGS 8:30
AT THE CRACKER BARREL ON
STEWART’S FERRY PIKE

Ever wonder how many United Methodists it
takes to fill a round table at Cracker Barrel?
Ever wonder how many pancakes Bruce, Bill or
Bev can eat? Answers to these and other life
questions every Thursday morning!
See YOU there!
Ministry in unexpected ways…..
I wanted to share the card I got in the mail last week with everyone.
We are in the office building
across the street. We wanted to
let you know how much we love
hearing the bells from your
church on an hourly basis. It is
music to our ears and a good
reminder to think about Jesus
and His love for us. Sometimes we
even hear a whole song. It
sounds beautiful! Thanks again
for blessing us while we work.
Sandy, Right at Home

ALTAR GUILD TRAINING:
SATURDAY FEBRUARY
10TH 10:00-NOON.
The Altar training on Saturday
Feb. 10th will cover some important aspects of our worship
services. We will learn what is
involved in preparing, serving,
and disposing of Holy Communion, about the Liturgical colors.
We will also have a Liturgy
training for those who may be
interested in reading the Scriptures and leading other parts of
worship but do not feel ready or
comfortable doing this! Anyone
who wants to read Scripture during church will benefit from this,
even if you have been reading
for a long time!
Thanks for being there!
Jamie Lewis, Worship Chair
Susan Gray, Pastor

WELCOME CHRISTOPHER RUSH
NEW CHOIR DIRECTOR!
Christopher Rush was raised in Portland, TN, and
has been involved in church music since he was a
child. He majored in music at Trevecca Nazarene
University from 2012 to 2016 where he developed a
love for choral singing. Since graduating, Chris has
moved to Smyrna, TN and spends much of his free
time staying active as a musician through composing, singing in
choirs and shows, and playing the trumpet in a local concert band.
Chris is looking forward to serving God and the congregation at
Arlington UMC as the new music director!"

WOMEN’S READ BOOK GROUP!
Beginning Tuesday February 13th,
the Women’s Read Group will be
doing a four-week Lenten Group
on Prayer using The Circle Maker
by Mark Batterson. The Circle
Maker begins with the Legend of
Honi the Circle Maker. This is a
powerful way to pray and both ask
God and claim God’s promises.
Using his experiences as a pastor and Biblical stories,
Mark encourages us to pray circles around the way
we are used to praying. You may order the text from
Amazon—that is the red picture on the right. It is
not necessary to read either book before the meeting—we will be using a DVD and questions from the
blue Participants Guide.
During these four weeks, we will
meet in the Conference Room and
we are open to anyone who wishes
to join us for this prayer study.
Tuesdays 10:00-11:30am.
Please Join us!

“Opportunities, many times, are so
small that we glimpse them not and
yet they are often the seeds of great
enterprises. Opportunities are also
everywhere and so you must always
let your hook be hanging. When you
least expect it, a great fish will
swim by.” ~ Og Mandino
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