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Our Mission: to make disciples by following Jesus
Our Vision: to change the world by loving our neighbors

March 2018

Sunday Schedule
8:30 am Community Breakfast
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Traditional Worship

In the March issue of
the Outreach we will
take a look at:
•

The Winner Is…

•

A Donkey

•

Honi

•

Flowers

•

A plug nickel?

Your Church Staff
Rev. Susan Gray

Susan @arlingtonum.org

Jennifer Stephens

Administrator
Jennifer@arlingtonum.org

Arlington
Security and Safety
Team
On February 18th Mike Pate and David White, from Church Mutual
Insurance held a church security meeting for our congregation. We were
given helpful information about some very scary, albeit real, situations
that could occur. Arlington already has some security/safety policies in
place such as:
• the doors are locked during the week and you should ring the bell at
the church office to be admitted into the building,
• no one should ever enter through the CDC without an ID and prior
approval,
• church door keys should never be copied nor ‘lent’ to anyone else.
However, we found there are other thing that need to be looked at; it is
better to be pro-active rather than re-active in these type of incidences.
Therefore, we have established a Security and Safety Team. This team
is made up of Member and Staff volunteers. They will address many
different aspects of security/safety for our building but most importantly
for our Members, Staff, and CDC Children. The team will look at
everything from church lighting, and parking lot safety, to weather/
medical emergencies, and weekday lockdown procedures. There will be
changes to the way some things are done. Some changes you will
notice and some you will not. Please understand that the changes are
necessary to keep our beloved building, most importantly you, safe and
secure.

Qshawna Jones

CDC Director
MsQ@arlingtonum.org

Christopher Rush
Choir Director

Rachel Ward
Accompanist

James McDougal
Custodian

Our first Team meeting will be March 12th at 6 pm.
Anyone interested is welcome to attend.
Below is the list of Team members.
Rev. Susan Gray
Jennifer Stephens
Robert Kinsall
Ed Bethart
David Liles
Robert Wadley
Ed Owens
Yolander Jackson
Fay Haney
Frank Littlejohn - Head Usher
Q Jones, CDC Director

From Your Pastor:
On Tuesday mornings, a the Women Read group has been watching the videos that go with Mark Batterson’s book The Circle
Maker. The book is based on the story of Honi, and is found in the
Jewish Midrash. Honi lived around 100 years before Jesus was
born in an area that was in full drought mode. (See his story on
next page). Honi has a lot to teach us about our own prayers.
This is a great study for the Lenten season, as we are asked to give up our “parking-spot”
prayers or give up saying “Lord, we JUST want….”.
Batterson tells great stories about praying with great
results. During our last meeting, we wrote our own
names, our church’s name and the name of someone we
love on paper. We circled those names boldly and committed them to God. Next, as a group, we walked a circle around our church building, claiming Arlington for
God, and putting Arlington into God’s hands for renewal and growth. As we completed our circle of this
church, we noticed in a far corner next to the blacktop a
small cluster of early daffodils. What a sign of hope,
encouragement, and new life!
Please join us in our prayer walk for Arlington. Take time to walk around our
building and pray that God will create renewal, refreshment and growth in our
church. Read the quotes from Mark Batterson, and use this Lenten season as a
time to pray bolder prayers. When we see a situation as impossible, hopeless, or
beyond our means, that is when God is ready to answer.
Keeping the Faith,
Susan

The Legend of Honi — The Circle Maker
It was the first century BC and a devastating drought threatened to destroy
a generation, the generation before Jesus. The last of the Jewish prophets had
died off nearly four centuries before. Miracles were such a distant memory
that they seemed like a false memory. And God was nowhere to be heard.
But there was one man, an eccentric sage who lived outside the walls of Jerusalem, who dared to pray anyway. His name was Honi. And even if the people could no longer hear God, he believed that God could still hear
them. When rain is plentiful, it’s an afterthought. During a drought, it’s the
only thought. And Honi was their only hope. Famous for his ability to pray
for rain, it was on this day—the day—that Honi would earn his moniker.
With a six-foot staff in his hand, Honi began to turn like a math compass.
His circular movement was rhythmical and methodical. Ninety degrees. One
hundred and eighty degrees. Two hundred and seventy degrees. Three hundred and sixty degrees. He never looked up as the crowd looked on. After
what seemed like hours, but had only been seconds, Honi stood inside the
circle he had drawn. Then he dropped to his knees and raised his hands to heaven. With the authority of the
prophet Elijah who called down fire from heaven, Honi called down rain. “Lord of the Universe, I swear before your great name that I will not move from this circle until you have shown mercy upon your children.” The words sent a shudder down the spine of all who were within earshot that day. It wasn’t just the volume of his voice. It was the authority of his tone. Not a hint of doubt. This prayer didn’t originate in the vocal
chords. Like water from an artesian well, the words flowed from the depth of his soul. His prayer was resolute
yet humble; confident yet meek; expectant yet unassuming.
Then it happened.
As his prayer ascended to the heavens, raindrops descended to the earth. An audible gasp swept across the
thousands of congregants who had encircled Honi. Every head turned heavenward as the first raindrops parachuted from the sky, but Honi’s head remained bowed. The people rejoiced over each drop, but Honi wasn’t
satisfied with a sprinkle.
Still kneeling within the circle, Honi lifted his voice over the sounds of celebration “Not for such rain have I
prayed, but for rain that will fill cisterns, pits, and caverns.”The sprinkle turned into such a torrential downpour
that eyewitnesses said no raindrop was smaller than an egg in size. It rained so heavily and so steadily that the
people fled to the Temple Mount to escape the flash floods. Honi stayed and prayed inside his protracted circle. Once more he refined his bold request. “Not for such rain have I prayed, but for rain of Thy favor, blessing, and graciousness.”
Then, like a well-proportioned sun shower on a hot and humid August afternoon, it began to rain calmly,
peacefully. Each raindrop was a tangible token of God’s grace. And they didn’t just soak the skin; they soaked
the spirit with faith. It would be forever remembered as the day. The day thunderclaps applauded the Almighty. The day puddle jumping became an act of praise. The day the legend of the circle maker was born. It
had been difficult to believe the day before the day.
The day after the day, it was impossible not to believe. Honi was celebrated like a hometown hero by the people whose lives he had saved. But some within the Sanhedrin called the Circle Maker into question. A faction
believed that drawing a circle and demanding rain dishonored God. Maybe it was those same members of the
Sanhedrin who would criticize Jesus for healing a man’s withered arm on the Sabbath a generation later. They
threatened Honi with excommunication, but because the miracle could not be repudiated, Honi was ultimately
honored for his act of prayerful bravado.
The prayer that saved a generation was deemed one of the most significant prayers in the history of Israel. The
circle he drew in the sand became a sacred symbol. And the legend of Honi the circle maker stands forever as
a testament to the power of a single prayer to change the course of history.

The Cumberland River District is partnering with Rise Against
Hunger, with the goal of supplying 285,120 meals
(a full shipping container) at a cost of 29 cents per meal.
Please join Arlington UMC as we partner with local churches to
help raise funds and pack food for Rise Against Hunger.
Our goal is to have 5 or more volunteers for each of the packing
events. Sign up sheets are in the hall to the sanctuary.

The days and churches we will be helping at are:
Saturday, March 24 @ Hermitage,
Sunday, April 15 @ Lebanon First,
Sunday, May 20 @ Providence.
For information about Rise Against Hunger's ministry, check out their web site at http://www.riseagainsthunger.org
OUR LENTEN OFFERING IS TO BENEFIT RISE AGAINST HUNGER

Stop by Service Central to Sign Up
2018 Coins for Lent Giving Calendar
A Penny, a Nickel, a Quarter,
or a Dime it doesn’t matter.
During Lent, many of us are reminded once again to examine our
lifestyles and ask, "What can we do for others?" Lent is a good time
to commit to giving money to a project that helps those in need.

Please Bring your
“Bowl” back
Easter Sunday

Our Lenten Offering will go towards the

Rise Against Hunger effort.
Items on the daily guide will remind us of all we have and how little
others may have. Each Sunday, take time to pray for Rise Against
Hunger and the people who will benefit from your gifts. Our giving
begins on Ash Wednesday and concludes with Holy Saturday.
In Lent and always, Sundays are for worship and praise to God.

Lenten Offering Bowls are Still Available
You can start any day you wish if you didn’t
pick yours up at Ash Wednesday.

Arlington
Holy Week Schedule
March 25 - 10 am
Palm Sunday
March 29 - 7 pm
Maundy Thursday
March 30 Time to be announced

Good Friday
April 1
Easter Sunday

Flowering of the Cross
The flowering of the cross represents the
transition from Good Friday to Easter,
from meditation on Jesus' death to joyful
celebration of his resurrection. The ceremony transforms a barren cross, a reminder of Jesus' death, into an Easter
symbol. Covered with fresh, living flowers, the cross serves not only as an emblem of Jesus' resurrection but also of the
continuing presence of Christ among today's Christians.
We will Flower the Cross on Easter Sunday. Please bring flowers, either from
your yard/garden or store bought ones to
place on the
cross. The cross
will be ‘flowered’
during the Easter
Worship Service.
We will then, as a
congregation,
place it on the
front lawn to
share its beauty
with the for the
neighborhood and
by-passers.

OUR PRAYERS:
Evelyn Campbell - Member, Marceil Darden - Member, Jackie Dobbins - CDC Teacher,
Anita Dungan - Member, Becky Humphrey - The Abramson’s Friend, Frank & Velma
Littlejohn - Members, Dan & Monica McNeeley - Members, Nancy Menees, Ernest and
Connie Neely - Members, Jamie Nelson - Member, Dot Oglesby - Member, Ed Owens Member, Rose Paris - Member, Mike Powell - Member, Anne Shoub - Member, Jason Spell
- Friend of Andy Levey, Betty Smith - Member, Bull & Jennifer Stephens - Members, Elexis Teague - Member, Billy Troxler - Jennifer Stephen’s & Mark Troxler’s Father, Nancy
Venardi - Member, Levi Wilkerson- Debbie Close’s Grandson, Amy Young - Member,
S/Sgt. Gary Lyle - Member, Your Church, CDC Parents, Children, and Staff, Our Nation,
Silent Prayer Request

On February 24th the Scouts held their Pine Wood Derby
in the Fellowship Hall.

IT WAS A GREAT DAY FOR RACING!

Just A Sweet Little Something Extra….

The Donkey
From One-Minute Easter Stories by Shari Lewis and Lan O’Kun

A Poor farmer near Jerusalem had a small donkey which seemed to be too stupid to
do any work The man could not train the beast to carry anything on its back. He
felt that he could not continue to feed a little animal like this, one that could do him
no good whatsoever. So at the supper table he told his family that he was going to
kill the donkey.
His children, who loved the little creature, begged him to sell it rather than harm it.
But the farmer said, “How can I sell an animal that won’t work?”
His son suggested, “Father, tie the donkey to a tree on the road to town, and let it
be known that whoever wants it may have it for nothing.” The next morning,
that’s what the farmer did.
Soon, two men approached and asked to take the animal. “It will carry nothing,”
the farmer warned them.
“The Lord has need of it,” replied one of the men. The farmer could not imagine
what the Lord would want with such a useless donkey, but handed it over.
The men took the animal to Jesus. Now, in Jesus’ mind, he had seen that the
donkey was in danger, and so he had put the idea of giving the animal away into
the mouth of the farmer’s son.
Jesus stroked the sweet animal’s face, and then mounted it with no trouble.
So it was that on the day we now call
Palm Sunday, riding on the back of this
tiny donkey, the Son of God led his
followers into the city of Jerusalem.
If you look at the back of a little
Castilian donkey, you will notice that
there is a dark patch of hair that goes
the length of its back, and another that
crosses its shoulders. Legend has it that
the donkey has worn this cross since the
day it carried Jesus.
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Trustees
Meeting
11
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Pray thanking
God for the
food you enjoy.
Pray for those
who have no
food for this
day.
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How many
Electronic Games
Do You Have?
Did you put a coin
in for your Lenten
Offering?

12

11 am Worship
Committee
Mtg.

Tue

13
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Noon
CDC
Board
Meeting

6 pm
Security
Team Mtg
19 Put a coin in 20
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Do you have a
hymnal at
home? Put a
coin in the
Lenten offering

Sat
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8
6:30 pm
Missions
Team
Meeting
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A coin for
every doll for
the Lenten
offering today

Put a coin in the
Lenten offering
for each board
game you have.

2 pm
Finance
Committee
Meeting
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30

31

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ HOLY WEEK ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

A Coin in the
Lenten offering
for each Bible
you have.

Fri

21

your Lenten
Offering for each
room in your

26

Thu

How many
crosses do you
have in your
home? Do you
want to count
your cross
jewelry?

How Many
Desk do you
have? Are you
going to count
the one at
work? Put a
coin in the
Lenten offering

How many
beds are in your
house? Are you
going
to
count
the
pet
bed?

