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Sunday Schedule
8:30 am Community Breakfast
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Traditional Worship

A Change is Coming.
How Do We Find A Way Forward?
By: Jennifer Stephens
Information taken from At Table: United Methodist Seeking a Way Forward

In the May issue of
the Outreach we will
take a look at:
•
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•

Joshua
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A Secret…
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More books

•

Brown bag it
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I attended a 2 day “At Table: United Methodist Seeking a Way Forward Retreat”
held by the conference on April 20-21. Over 40 participants from local churches all
across middle Tennessee were represented. We were all there with the same
questions in mind: What is the Way Forward Commission? What are the proposed
changes they are recommending for the denomination? and How is this going to
affect/change me and my church?
The retreat was moderated by Dr. Michael Turner, Dr. Lee Ramsey, Rev. Billy
Vaughn, and Rev. Tom Laney. We broke off into smaller groups for more personal
discussions and then we would gathered several times as one group for a larger
discussions. The weekend started with Dr. Turner presenting background
information on The Way Forward.
At the 2016 General Conference over 100 resolutions were submitted regarding
human sexuality. After much discussion and debate on the subject the delegates
approved a request from the Council of Bishops to delay any further debate on
homosexuality and to appoint a special commission to examine and possibly
recommend revisions of every paragraph of the Book of Discipline concerning
human sexuality. A 32 member commissions was created and task with this job.
The Way Forward Commission is made up of members from all aspects of the
United Methodist denomination world wide.
The vision of the Commission is to design a way for being a church that maximizes
the presence of a United Methodist witness in as many places in the world as
possible, and that allows for contextual differentiation as possible, and that
balances an approach to different theological understandings of human sexuality
with a desire for as much unity as possible.
As of March 2018, the Way Forward Commission has met 8 times to create its
recommendation for the Council of Bishops, who will then decide on how to
present the issue to the Called General Conference which will be held February
2019.
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(Continued on Page 2)

So far the Commission has determined to focus on two models; no model is being considered that would require
all UMC churches and clergy to accept LGBTQ clergy and marriages.
Option 1: the One-Church Model will allow each conference to decide to ordain LGBTQ
individuals as clergy, allow each pastor to decide whether to perform same-sex weddings/unions and
allow each local church to decide to allow same-sex weddings in its sanctuary or receive an openly gay
pastor. Those who could not in good conscience participate in same-sex weddings or ordinations of
LGBTQ clergy would not be required to do so. This model would essentially make legal what is already
happening in some parts of the connection.
Option 2: the Multi-branch Model will share doctrine, service and one Council of Bishops, while
creating different branches. The five U.S. jurisdictions would be replace by three connectional conferences
based on theology and perspective of LGBTQ ministry. Each annual conference would decide which
connectional conference (Progressive, Traditional, or Contextual) to align.
The Way Forward Commission will make it’s final report to the Council of Bishops April 29-May 4, 2018. The
Commission’s will meet on May 14-17 for the final time. The Council of Bishops will present the Commission
report to the Special Session of the General Conference February 23-26, 2019.
So, back to the question of “What are the proposed changes and how is this going to affect me and my church?
At this point those questions can’t be answered. We may have some answers when the report is presented to the
Bishops, we may not have answers until the Commissions final meeting in May, or we may not have some
answers until the Special General Conference convenes in February 2019. We just don’t know. We do know
however, there will be change.
As we prayed together, talked together, and worshiped together one basic belief was expressed by everyone in
attendance. That was no mater what our personal thought on the LGBTQ issues are we want to be accepting of
everyone in our congregations and we wanted to express the love of Jesus Christ to all. We also realized that our
local congregations need to begin having guided, respectful, and holy conversations with each other. Therefore,
over the next few months we, Arlington, will start to discuss some of these issues. These conversations may be
difficult for some, however they are necessary. I will try to answer as many questions as possible and share with
you as much information as I have from the retreat. As I stated earlier, there will be a change.
Change makes us uneasy, fearful, and sometimes angry. The United Methodist Church has undergone many
monumental changes over the past 60 years from ordaining women in 1956 to merging with the Evangelical
United Brethren in 1968. Each time the denomination went through a period of grief and longing but soon came
to accept and embraced the changes. This present change will also cause some of us to experience grief but
hopefully we too will grow to accept and embrace whatever may come. In the meantime, we can and will have
meaningful conversations about this change in our denomination; hopefully we will have a better understanding
of the issues and of each other. I know that Arlington, just as everyone at the retreat expressed, wants to show
and share the love of Jesus Christ to all.

‘Conversation’ dates will be posted soon. In the
mean time in you would like further information
you may look at the following websites.
UMC.org/wayforward
Methodisthouse.org

OUR PRAYERS:
Evelyn Campbell - Member, Marceil Darden - Member, Jackie Dobbins - CDC
Teacher, Lola Douglas - Member, Anita Dungan - Member, Becky Humphrey The Abramson’s Friend, Frank & Velma Littlejohn - Members, Dan & Monica
McNeeley - Members, Nancy Menees, Ernest and Connie Neely - Members, Jamie Nelson - Member, Dot Oglesby - Member, Ed Owens - Member, Rose Paris
- Member, Mike Powell - Member, Anne Shoub - Member, Jason Spell - Friend
of Andy Levey, Betty Smith - Member, Bull & Jennifer Stephens - Members,
Elexis Teague - Member, Billy Troxler - Jennifer Stephen’s & Mark Troxler’s
Father, Nancy Venardi - Member, Levi Wilkerson- Debbie Close’s Grandson,
Amy Young - Member,
S/Sgt. Gary Lyle - Member, Your Church, CDC Parents, Children, and Staff, Our Nation, Silent Prayer Request

If there are any others graduating please let the office or Jamie Lewis know as soon as possible.

Congratulations !
Join us May 20th after Worship Service
For a light refreshment reception
to Honor

Joshua McNeeley
Please
bring your favorite
finger food and snacks
for the celebration!
Contact Jamie Lewis,
615-213-0020
jamielewis256@yahoo.com
to let her know
what you are
going to bring.

You are invited to join us in celebrating
our Child Development Center
class of 2018 on June 1st.
The invitation/note below is a wonderful example of how the CDC
has been equipping children for 60+ years with the basic
foundations to help them achieve their lifetime goals.

Rebekah Cates CDC Class of 2004

I hear giggles… I smell popcorn…
Now I’m hearing gut - busting laughter!

What is going on?......
Oh Wait.. It’s Tuesday…
It’s a little after 10 am…

It’s the Ladies Book Club!
They are starting a new book, so now
would be a great time to join the group!
They will be
reading

One is Finished!
Just as we are all an
essential piece of Arlington
Help put a piece
or two in the Puzzle.
Stay a minute ~ Stay a hour
Feel free to sit and work a while

And A NEW One
Begins…..

More Opportunities to Serve In Our Community
Summer camps and programs across
Nashville have committed to helping curb summer reading loss by participating in the PreK - Elementary ATeam's Summer Reading Partner initiative – but they can't do it without your
help!
•
•
•

Grace M. Eaton Early Learning Center

•

YWCA Family Literacy Center

•
•
•
•

Moves and Grooves Summer Camps

TFA - MNPS Summer Academies
Martha O'Bryan Summer Camp

Salama Urban Ministries
Fannie Battle Day Home for Children
Metro Action Mobile Youth Café

•
•
•
•
•

HACK FOR LIFE: Youth Life Centers

•
•
•

New Hope Summer Enrichment Camp

Youth Encouragement Services
Watkins Park Community Center
Let's Play Summer Program
J.E. Moss Read to be Ready

Coleman Park Summer Enrichment
Hadley Park Summer Camp

Jobs Plus Nashville (JPN) in partnership with Taking a Leap Forward (TALF), is preparing for our second It Takes a Village...Community Baby Shower. JPN is a community-based jobs
training program serving the residents of Sudekum Apartments
and Napier Place housing developments. TALF is a ROSS-Social
Services grant for Napier Place residents in hopes of helping them
become self-sufficient by focusing on employment, education,
job training and mental health. This community event will feature
sponsors and vendors for an afternoon of an appealing mix of
education, motivation, financial empowerment and opportunity
for expecting/new mothers and fathers. JPN and TALF will host
the event on Thursday, August 30, 2018. Our focus will be Infant Safe Sleep Ambassadors training for parents by the Metro
Public Health Department.
We would greatly appreciate you making a donation to our event
in the form of gently used baby items needed for expecting and
new mothers/fathers that will be used as gifts.
Please contact Gianna Hanson, MDHA Social Services Coordinator, (615) 252-8592, to confirm your willingness to contribute
to this community event, and to arrange for pick-up of your contribution.
We extend our deepest appreciation for any support you can provide as we seek to serve, equip and empower our residents to
realize their greater employment and life possibilities.

Organizations and individuals can support Summer Reading Partners by offering read-aloud support, enrichment opportunities, student incentives, book donations, reading supplies donations,
online literacy resources, donation or volunteer management support and more to
any of the following:

Regular Weekly Schedule
Tuesday
10:00 am Ladies Book Group
7:00 pm - Scouts
Wednesday
6:00 pm - Scouts
6:30 pm - Choir Practice
Thursday
8:30 am Breakfast @ Cracker Barrel
6:30 pm Scouts
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CDC Board
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Finance
Committee
Meeting
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Safety/
Security
Meeting

Graduates
Reception
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Day
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11 am
SPRC
Meeting
Church Office
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Today is the perfect day to go "retro" if only for a
day, and brown bag your lunch. Nostalgia aside,
there are good reasons to brown bag it. First of
all, it can save a lot of money, over buying lunch
on a daily basis. Second, home made or foods
packed from home always taste better. In addition Mom or Dad can pack a lunch that is more
healthy and nutritious. That's a lot of good reasons to brown bag it. Now, if we can only get
people to look at brown bagging as being the
"cool" thing to do.

