The Outreach
Arlington United Methodist Church
A Member of the Murfreesboro Road Cooperative Parish

June 2017
Our Mission:
to make disciples by
following Jesus
Our Vision:
to change the world by
loving our neighbors
Sunday Schedule
8:30 am Community Breakfast
8:45 am Sunday School
10:00 am Traditional Worship

Your Church Staff
Rev. David Johnson

Dear Arlington Family,
By now you know that we will be losing our beloved Pastor David
and his family next month. David has been an inspiration to all of
us these past two years; we are sorry to see him leave, but we know
he is following God’s plan.
Arlington will be honoring David, Carmen, and their children with
a luncheon on Sunday, June 11, 2017 immediately following the
Worship service.
A catered bar-b-que lunch of pork, turkey, or chicken with the
traditional sides will be served. Deserts also will be catered.
A table will be set up at the luncheon if you would like to give a
love offering or gift to the Johnson’s.
We hope that everyone will be able to attend and show David and
his family what they have meant to you and Arlington.
Janie Ware, Chair
Staff Parish Committee
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David@arlingtonum.org

Rev. Hap Hewgley

Oh No! They mentioned the “S” word!

Jennifer Stephens

What is the “S” word? Stewardship. More often than not a Stewardship
Campaign’s main focus is on money. Yes, giving money to the church is VERY
BIG; without it the church could not physically operate: no electricity, no water =
no one allowed in the building and where would that get us? But what about the
other focus of STEWARDSHIP? Webster describes Stewardship as the conducting,
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supervising, or managing of something; especially careful and responsible
management of something entrusted to one’s care. This is part of Stewardship is
just as, if not more, important than the money part. When we became members
of the Arlington we all pledged to faithfully participate in its ministries by our
prayers, our presence, our gifts and our service (UMH pg38). Did you know that
when we make this pledge we are pledging to be good stewards of Arlington? The
“prayers/presence’ part is a given. Let’s look at the “gifts/service” part. Even if you
don’t think it; each and everyone of us is blessed with a gift. Your gift could be
cooking, sending cards, a caring listener, painting, plumbing, gardening, teaching,
sewing, computer work, musician or a vast number of other gifts. It’s the little
things that each and every one of us do for each other and for Arlington that is
stewardship. Each month we will have a Stewardship Spotlight in the newsletter.
It will focus on a church member, what stewardship means to them, and how they
are putting stewardship into action. Do you know of someone who is living their
stewardship? Let me know and we will highlight them in an upcoming issue of the
Outreach. Who the Stewardship Spotlight is shining on for June? Turn the page to
find out!

As many of you are aware,
David and my time with
you is coming to an
end. As I reflect upon the
last two years, I am
amazed at all the ways in
which God has brought us
together to share in many
of life’s events. With some
of you we have shared great joys and celebrations. With some we have shared great times of
sorrow and grief. It has been an honor to share in
these events along with other moments that we
have shared in the Gospel, shared in the love of
God and be the very Body of Christ together.
Yet as we depart, we know that we are leaving
you in good hands. We see the great potential that
you have within your future that we have worked
towards. Within these past two years, we have
done so much and done a lot of work to prepare
the path for the future. We have established many
great teachings that will allow the whole congregation to continue in their faith journey and welcome others into their own faith journey. Looking
to the future, we see many blessings and joys that
are able to happen.
I will continue to pray for you as you continue to
be the people that God is calling you to be.
God’s rich blessings be upon you all,
Hap

“12 May the Lord cause you
to increase and
enrich
your love for each other and
for everyone in the same
way as we also love
you. 13 May the love cause
your hearts to be strengthened, to be blameless in holiness before our God and
Father when our Lord
Jesus comes with all his people. Amen.”
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13
As I write this, I recognize that this will be my last
newsletter for Arlington United Methodist Church.
It is a bittersweet feeling, for I recognize the grief and
loss that we may experience, but I also recognize that
this moment is one I’ve been working for since
college. I am so thankful for the love, nurture and
support that you have shown me and my family.
The next chapter of Arlington’s ministry will unfold
without me, and my chapter without Arlington.
However, if there is one thing that I have learned in
my ministry, it is that we never face challenges or
celebrate joys alone. God walks with us on both ends
of that path. Just a few weeks ago we celebrated
143 years of our ministry at Arlington, however, we
know that God has been at work long before
that...and God will remain at work long after we are
gone. I pray that you would continue to seek where
God is leading you, and follow that path.
I feel that Paul’s closing in this letter to the
Thessalonians puts it well. I would encourage you all
to continue to love each other, as God has loved
you…for God is the source of our love. May God the
Father who created you, Christ the Son who
redeemed you, and the Holy Spirit who comforts you
be with you now and always.
In Christ,
David

“There is always the danger that we may just do the work for the sake
of the work. This is where the respect and the love and the devotion
come in - that we do it to God, to Christ, and that's why we try to do it
as beautifully as possible.” ~ Mother Teresa

The next
United Methodist Women
meeting will be
10:00 am June 7 at Arlington.
All Ladies are welcome to join us for
study and fellowship.

CDC Board Meeting
Noon
Wednesday June 7

There will not be any UMW meetings
for July or August.
UMW will resume meetings
in September.
All meetings will be
at Arlington.

Meeting
June 4 ~ 11am
In Conference Room

June 4 ~ 11:00am
Conference Room

“What is Stewardship”? It is our individual pledge to give of ourselves, i.e. time, talent, and gifts.
Many folks think giving “gifts” is satisfactory! Many of us find it easy to also give of our time and
talents. I feel a true “steward” is a person/family who gives a bit of each.

The Stewardship
Spotlight is on…
David Liles!

In my opinion, we have a “true” steward in our congregation. Not long
after, or before, joining our church, David Liles proved to me to be a “true”
steward. When I was evaluating the problem of a “sticking front Sanctuary
door”, David’s daughter, Jessica, said “my Dad can fix that”! He retrieved a
tool from his car and fixed the door. I immediately knew I wanted him on
the Trustees committee. You see him working at all the gatherings, in
addition to every Sunday during the service. At least one of the Trustees
insures the Church is open before and closed after church. David always
volunteers if one of our Trustees can’t complete those actions on their
assigned Sunday. There are continually repairs to be made in this building
and David is always willing to tackle the job, sometimes even without the
help of other Trustees. I cite the improvement made to the sidewalk
leading from the side parking lot to the Chapel. One of the sections of the
walk had been raised up about four inches by a tree root, making the area
unsafe to walk on. David repaired that by removing the offending section
and replacing it with a new cement “ramp”. I’ve been on the Trustees
committee many years and have been the Chairman several years, but
David is the most productive member of any I’ve had the pleasure to work
with.

He volunteers, completes the repair, and only occasionally will the Church be charged for the needed
repair parts. He is a true servant and Steward.
Bruce Ware
Trustee Chairman
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Day of Pentecost ~ June 4
Wear your favorite Red outfit to worship on June 4 as we
remember and celebrate the Day of Pentecost.
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Day of Pentecost
Wear Red
to Worship
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Worship Cmty,
Mtg.

12pm CDC
Board Mtg.
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3
10 am
Simmons
Baby
“Sprinkle”
FH

Pentecost is the time in the liturgal year when we celebrate the
birth of the church. It occurs 50 days after Easter and 10 days
after the Ascension of Jesus. The color red symbolizes joy and
the flames of the Holy Spirit.
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** Reminder for July **

Georgia Smith’s
Celebration of Life
will be on July 7th at 10 am

